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Hello to everybody! This significant issue is no. 200, and as you will notice it is “under new 
management” and is consequently in a revised style compared with previous issues. 


The change has come about a result of David Pashby’s forced retirement as Secretary 
and editor, on account of ill health and his subsequent departure to join his family at 
Christchurch in his original home country of New Zealand. Members of our club are of one 
mind in wishing him all the absolute best in his new home and in thanking him for all his 
years of wise and dedicated service. The unavoidable speed of his departure put us in a 
bit of a spot, so that we are already sorely missing his tireless work for us and realising 
just how much we have lost. The responsibility for the running of the society now falls 
more directly on us to rally round and keep the show on the road, in the hope that we can 
rise again to the standard set for us by David. 


We understand that there is a thriving collectors group in Christchurch, so he will be able 
to keep one foot in philately if, as we hope, his deteriorating eyesight allows him to pursue 
his keen specialisms in France and the French Antarctic Territory. (Sight loss is a stamp 
collector's worst nightmare, as Tony Aked will testify). Meanwhile we hope we can stay in 
touch via the post or through email, despite the intervening 11,000 miles! 


Here is a photo of David 
in his prime 
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Publicity, Fairs officers remain as before, but we are pleased to report that Richard Wood 
has very sportingly agreed to undertake the onerous job of Secretary (please be tolerant 
while he finds his feet). Membership secretary will be Charlie Camenzuli and Gordon 
George will be in charge of our twice-annual Auction. And our Programme secretary is 
Rod Crump (to whom ideas should be fed) who has devised this year’s fixture list. A 
possible dark hole may soon develop with regard to the Packet, since Steve Roberts, who 
has been doing such a splendid job, will possibly be moving out of the district. We will 
report on developments in due course. 


A full programme of meetings and events is under way, but we must report to members 
that we have apparently been displaced from our old, brightly-lit first floor room at 
Wanstead House and for this year at least will be accommodated in the second floor attic 
(access via the door marked ‘FOREST’ and up a steepish staircase or else by the lift). 
There we shall have much more space, though opinions vary as to its relative desirability. 
However, this room is ours for the present on both Mondays and Saturdays, and it does 
have some advantages over what we have grown used to. 


Our 2014-15 programme kicked off on Sept. 13” with joint displays by Gordon George, 
who presented an in-depth showing especially of the Queen Victoria Penny Lilac and 
Colin Stuart, who showed some vintage Icelandic postcards; in addition Tony Aked pre- 
sented some of David P’s old French material relating to Vichy France. 


Our first Monday presentation was by Keith Rowland, of Goodmayes, who gave us a 
thoroughly entertaining run-through of the British engraved and surface-printed stamps 
during the reign of Queen Victoria, from Mulready, Penny Reds and on finally to the 
Jubilee set. Keith struck an ideal balance between narrative and philatelic detail on this 
vast, intricate subject. He apologised for being unable to show us his copy of Plate 77, 
though he was the proud owner of a Plate ‘77, with an almost undetectable 1 ! 


Coming soon (on Sat. 11 Oct.) will be our Autumn Fair, at its usual place (which we hope 
all members will find time to attend). And we would like to draw your attention to our 
meeting on Sat. 27 October, at which we encourage all our members to show us an 
item from your collection — it doesn’t have to be Exhibition quality, but just something that 
you really, really like and would like to share. Eight pages is the specification, and there’s 
no need to talk about it unless you want to (perhaps if there’s time left over, a few might 
even manage a second eight). 


Earlier in 2014 we had an excellent display by Jeremy Gaskell of the various British and 
foreign Treaty Ports in China, from the period of European imperial dominance in the Far 
East, and in March another by Christopher Cooksey who showed Wartime Southern 
Rhodesia. Who would have thought that a colony in farthe away Central Africa could have 
played such a role in the World War? After that Tony Hoad from Goodmayes entertained 
us nicely once again. And finally we had a visit from Keith Lillywhite from Forest who gave 
us his display of amazingly off-beat material, much of it again related to War at sea. 


The Fair was its usual success — our thanks as always to Roy for this centrepiece of our 
year. And the Auction was as crowded as usual (a bit too crowded!) and was swiftly dealt 
with by our master auctioneer Rod Crump and his valiant assistants. 


Finally, an appeal to members for maximum support for our society. Age and infirmity are 
tending more and more to limit our numbers and activities, so that there always hangs 
degree of doubt about our future. It would be such a shame if we were unable through 
falling numbers and low attendance to go on providing a place for local collectors to meet 
and share views and information. Our future depends upon members’ will to survive !! 
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Footnote: / have heard belatedly of the closure of Vera Trinder’s emporium at Covent 
Garden and its removal to Cornwall, which will make it hard to obtain accessories. This is 
a gap that can partly be filled via the Wanstead Stamp Fair held on Saturdays every two 

months in the Library and very handily supplementing our own nearby fair. 


